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government aid and nongovernment or-
ganizations like Christian Aid Min-
istries. I urge President Biden and this 
administration to leverage our rela-
tionship with the Haitian Government 
to secure the safe return of every mem-
ber of this group. 

The captivity of Americans, whether 
in Port-au-Prince, Kabul, or anywhere 
else, is an international crisis. Presi-
dent Biden’s actions in this moment 
are assuredly being watched by those 
who would not hesitate to do our coun-
try harm and could have longstanding 
repercussions for Americans practicing 
their faith across the globe. 

The United States must be clear: If 
you capture our citizens, our govern-
ment will respond swiftly and deci-
sively. 

f 

EXTENDING CHILD TAX CREDIT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. School 
supplies, gas for the car, swimming les-
sons, payment for rent, these are just a 
few of the ways my constituents in 
southeast Louisiana are spending their 
child tax credit payments. Especially 
as my community recovers from Hurri-
cane Ida and has unexpected costs, the 
dependability of monthly child tax 
credits—an average of $410 for my con-
stituents—has meant a lot. 

While this program expires at the end 
of December, the problems facing 
American children and families will 
not. The Build Back Better Act in-
cludes provisions to continue this pro-
gram. 

Studies show that extending the 
child tax credit permanently is sound 
economic policy and that it can be 
done better to have better healthcare, 
better health outcomes, and more eco-
nomic opportunities for families. 

We need to put our money where our 
mouth is and invest in our children, in-
vest in our families, and pass the Build 
Back Better Act. 

REMEMBERING MUSICIAN BENNIE PETE 
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 

Speaker, COVID–19 has taken over 
725,000 lives. One person gone too soon 
that I want to highlight is Bennie Pete, 
a New Orleans jazz musician. He passed 
away at the age of 45 from complica-
tions of COVID–19, shortly after decid-
ing to get his first vaccine shot. 

Bennie played the tuba and co-
founded the celebrated Hot 8 Brass 
Band. Born in the Upper Ninth Ward, 
he helped found the band by the age of 
18. They played on street corners, pa-
rades, and funerals, and then at bars 
and bigger venues, and as second lines. 

When Hurricane Katrina hit, Hot 8 
brought music to the city in a way that 
only New Orleans can in the chal-
lenging days after the storm, playing 
at evacuation shelters and medical 
centers. The band became local heroes, 
a sense of hope, a sense of energy in the 
days immediately following great de-
spair. 

The Hot 8 grew in popularity, touring 
in Europe and playing at Tipitina’s and 
the Jazz and Heritage Festival. 

New Orleans will never be the same. 
We have lost a little bit of our soul 
with the passing of Bennie Pete. May 
he rest in peace. 

IMPROVING LOUISIANA’S ENVIRONMENT AND 
INDUSTRY 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, Louisiana’s Second Congres-
sional District includes an industrial 
corridor of nearly 150 oil refineries, 
plastic plants, and chemical facilities. 
Many sites provide high-paying jobs 
that lift families out of poverty or 
build a better life. But it is, foremost, 
a place that my constituents call 
home. 

As their Congressman, it is my job to 
make sure that it is a safe and pros-
perous place to live. Sadly, there have 
been longstanding concerns over ele-
vated and disproportionate rates of 
cancer and respiratory conditions in 
this region. It shouldn’t be this way. 
Industry and community can coexist, 
with proper monitoring and regulation. 

That is why I am calling on EPA Ad-
ministrator Regan for Federal assist-
ance to study, monitor, and improve 
the impacts of emissions and polluting 
substances in the river parishes. No 
one should have to die for their job. 

I stand ready to bring both environ-
mental stewardship and a robust econ-
omy to Louisiana. We can do this. We 
must do this. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRAS FOR A CAUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize October as 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

As a physician, and also as a member 
of our society and country and the fe-
male gender, we are all familiar with 
the amazing work the Komen Founda-
tion and Komen Race for the Cure have 
done to raise awareness, education, and 
research in breast cancer. 

I would like to take the time to rec-
ognize an extraordinary group in my 
district that has found a creative way 
to help underserved women in the 
Ottumwa community receive annual 
mammogram screenings and breast 
ultrasounds. 

Founded in 2011 by two-time breast 
cancer survivor and River Hills Com-
munity Health Center nurse Laurie 
Hornback, Bras for a Cause is an an-
nual fundraising event held in Hedrick, 
Iowa, where donated and decorated 
bras are modeled by local firefighters 
and auctioned off. Over the past 10 
years, the event has raised a total of 
$174,000 to help women receive breast 
cancer screenings or treatment. 

This year, Bras for a Cause raised a 
total of $27,000, and they will be donat-
ing $15,000 to help Ottumwa women re-
ceive breast cancer screenings at River 
Hills Community Health Center in 

Ottumwa. Additionally, a portion of 
the remaining funds was donated to the 
Mahaska Health Partnership, while the 
rest is being saved to help women cur-
rently diagnosed with breast cancer 
undergo treatment. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Laurie and Bras 
for a Cause for coming together to put 
on this fantastic event and for their 
service to our community. 
RECOGNIZING SARA RUSSELL, IOWA TEACHER OF 

THE YEAR 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize a teacher from 
my district who recently received a 
prestigious Iowa award for her work to 
inspire the next generation. 

Last week, Sara Russell, who has 
been teaching social studies for nearly 
20 years at Pleasant Valley High 
School in Bettendorf, was awarded the 
Department of Education’s 2022 Teach-
er of the Year Award by Governor Kim 
Reynolds. 

The Iowa Teacher of the Year Award 
was established in 1958 to recognize 
educators who go above and beyond to 
motivate and inspire students to 
achieve at their highest levels. 

Sara was selected for this award for 
her leadership in helping students build 
life skills while also being a mentor for 
new teachers in the Pleasant Valley 
School District. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Sara and all 
educators who work to inspire the next 
generation of American leaders and 
make Iowa the best place to learn, live, 
work, and raise a family. 

RECOGNIZING ERIC VANDER VELDEN 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to share a story about edu-
cators in my district literally going 
the extra mile to ensure their students’ 
success. 

For the last few months, the Newton 
School District in Jasper County has 
reported a shortage of bus drivers, 
leaving many parents and students un-
certain about how they would be able 
to make it to school each morning. In 
a rural area, our bus transportation to 
school is extremely important. 

With the importance of education 
and safety in mind, Eric Vander 
Velden, a physical education teacher in 
the Newton School District, answered 
the call for help by driving a school bus 
when needed. This is part of a larger ef-
fort by the Newton staff, in concert 
with parents, to do whatever they can 
to help their students succeed. 

It is stories like these that remind us 
that our teachers are the backbone of 
this country, and I couldn’t be more 
confident in our future, knowing that 
the next generation is in their capable 
hands. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS STRAYER 
NELSON’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. TENNEY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Thomas 
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